THE PEERS AND THE PAIILIAMENT ACT
from the House of Commons on May 23, and was given a second reading with warnings of " grave amendments" in the Committee stage.
There was an interval for the Coronation of the new king which postponed the Committee stage until June 28. Then the struggle began in earnest, and by the end of the next week the Lords had amended the Government Bill out of existence. A referendum was substituted for the suspensory veto for all measures of Home Rule, whether for Ireland, Scotland, Wales or England, and for all other measures which a joint committee might decide to be " of great gravity." The same joint committee was to be substituted for the Speaker as the authority to define " Money Bills/' in order, as Lord Lansdowne said, " to prevent the House of Lords from being deprived of rights in the region of finance which they conceived to be theirs." With these changes nothing remained of the Government policy but the restoration, qualified by new safeguards, of the control of finance by the Commons, which until 1909 had been taken for granted.
The Threatened Creation of Peers
Up to this point the secrecy of the understanding between the King and the Cabinet had served the purpose of keeping the King out of public controversy. The election had come and gone without the mention of his name by any responsible man on either side. But secrecy had its drawbacks, as was now to be seen. Asquith had miscalculated in supposing that if he obtained a decisive majority,- the peers would accept the inevitable after a show of resistance. It now appeared that they had every intention of resisting and meant to press to the utmost the drastic amendments which Lord Lansdowne had proposed or sanctioned when the Bill first reached them. Had he been aware of the understanding between the King and the Government, Lord Lansdowne would probably have committed himself less deeply, and he found himself in a position of great difficulty when the facts were communicated to him at the end of the Committee stage (July 18). To pull back was for the moment far more difficult than to press forward, and there was now on his flank at formidable and organized movement led by Lord Halsbury and sponsored byad no alternative fyqt tx> offer that advice. The warfare of parties had brought both to that portion, and the King did no more than promise t0:}pTC effect to die decision of the people, provided that ifccisjba was tinambiguously expressed on an issue clearly c^lafaed to than, fe order to place that beyond doubt the King imbted that the Parliament Bill, which had been read a fest tone in the Hoose of Commons, should be submitted to the House of Lords also befoire the election, and to that Asquith agreed* tordsf* Commons and jmbEc were thus apprised in of the proposals which were now submitted to theut Egypt by giving
